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Preis says his insurance rates for the 
project were about 35% higher than 
they might have been elsewhere in the 
city, although the rates have come down 
recently. Some locals questioned his 
logic of investing in north Baton Rouge, 
but Preis says activity related to the air-
port discourages crime in the area.

“Activity and development lessens 
your crime issues,” Preis says. “But it’s 
a chicken-or-the-egg discussion.” In 
other words, communities need busi-
ness investment to improve, but no 
one wants to invest until they see some 
improvement.

“I think there’s a happy medium,” 

says Eric Lewis, business development 
director for Sable International and 
board president of the Baton Rouge 
Black Chamber of Commerce. “The 
businesses that currently operate in 
these [high-crime] environments need 
to really be engaged with their neigh-
bors and be a part of the process, and 
help take on a leadership role to bring 
these communities back.”

He says the broader business com-
munity can help by participating in 
government-funded job training pro-
grams, which theoretically provide 
opportunities for young people from 
poor backgrounds.

“We have to make sure people are 
taking advantage of the resources that 
are being offered,” Holden says. “We 
need a community approach to deal-
ing with crime. That community is pri-
vate, it’s public, and it’s personal in the 
families and the people that are liv-
ing in those communities. … We can-
not make a case to a business to come 
and locate in an area if the crime rate 
is high.”

Mayes, the accountant and busi-
ness owner who did her part to fight 
crime for years, is tired of hearing that 
change is coming.

“They come out and they do these 

nice speeches, especially our chief of 
police,” she says. “He makes beautiful 
speeches, but I see little action in our 
neighborhood.”

But at least for the moment, Mayes 
isn’t going anywhere.

“I’m 54,” she says. “When I leave, 
I’m probably going home. I guess if I 
was much younger and not nearing re-
tirement age, I would be looking some-
where else.”

DAVID JACOBS covers quality-of-life issues. E-mail him at 
djacobs@businessreport.com.

SOURCE: Baton Rouge Police Department

CRIMEstatistics
DISTRICT 1
Year Homicide Rape Robbery Aggravated Burglary Larceny Motor Arson Negligent
    assault   theft  homicide

1999 29 31 358 518 1,535 2,897 933 N/A 3

2000 40 31 427 558 1,474 2,838 762 70 1

2001 17 19 348 546 1,107 2,418 568 66 N/A

2002 35 50 386 539 1,134 2,222 461 71 2

2003 15 36 313 654 1,178 2,210 525 77 0

2004 16 32 279 572 1,119 2,102 506 65 0

2005 19 24 356 605 1,102 1,948 406 78 0

2006 25 34 331 661 1,068 2,106 444 92 1

2007 33 39 354 647 1,036 2,057 414 91 0

2008 28 23 338 634 1,096 1,756 228 104 1

2009(1) 13 11 169 322 456 850 145 30 0

 

DISTRICT 3
Year Homicide Rape Robbery Aggravated Burglary Larceny Motor Arson Negligent
    assault   theft  homicide

1999 5 12 149 94 707 3,918 355 N/A 0

2000 1 15 221 144 828 4,268 438 19 0

2001 7 9 171 156 897 3,890 435 15 N/A

2002 3 24 216 190 976 3,347 341 25 0

2003 2 21 193 221 873 3,070 433 23 3

2004 10 11 187 204 999 2,716 441 20 0

2005 9 20 143 227 954 2,728 443 18 1

2006 5 11 190 235 936 2,424 330 36 0

2007 8 17 183 189 998 2,470 307 26 2

2008 9 17 205 222 908 2,225 264 27 0

2009 (1) 7 9 119 108 481 1,184 86 15 0

DISTRICT 2
Year Homicide Rape Robbery Aggravated Burglary Larceny Motor Arson Negligent
    assault   theft  homicide

1999 14 21 284 244 1,205 3,812 470 N/A 0

2000 7 25 304 232 1,095 4,102 452 34 0

2001 11 14 305 329 1,025 4,001 431 43 N/A

2002 9 31 277 297 1,093 3,516 345 38 0

2003 10 33 306 347 981 3,618 388 39 0

2004 9 22 274 302 1,122 3,305 402 59 0

2005 6 19 295 319 1,171 2,800 403 47 0

2006 15 33 312 384 1,295 3,242 438 45 0

2007 14 15 261 300 1,178 2,863 275 41 0

2008 11 16 294 316 1,029 2,494 250 47 1

2009(1) 9 5 126 170 476 1,350 126 37 0

DISTRICT 4
Year Homicide Rape Robbery Aggravated Burglary Larceny Motor Arson Negligent
    assault   theft  homicide

1999 5 15 212 242 921 1,912 488 N/A 0

2000 10 18 234 304 847 1,802 392 53 1

2001 11 19 247 337 687 1,819 322 46 N/A

2002 12 32 227 367 871 1,676 319 59 0

2003 14 24 229 419 855 1,526 273 40 0

2004 12 18 169 334 800 1,716 261 33 0

2005 15 20 206 422 721 1,475 306 40 0

2006 11 23 224 477 723 1,443 279 50 3

2007 17 10 219 323 637 1,235 205 52 0

2008 19 10 196 352 754 1,235 188 48 0

2009(1) 9 5 100 238 393 600 101 28 0
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(1) Through June 30


